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Agenda 

}  Introducing Streets of Washington 
}  How did your blog get started? 
}  How do you decide what to blog about? 
}  How do you do your research? 
}  Where do you get those cool photos? 
}  What comes next? 
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Streets of Washington 
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Streets of Washington stats 
}  www.streetsofwashington.com 
}  Started in November 2009 
}  Hosted on Blogger 
}  Currently about 2,000 visitors per month and rising 
}  In-depth articles about historic sites in the D.C. area 
}  75+ articles 
}  Most articles are 1,500 to 2,200 words in length 
}  Many articles are cross-posted on Washington, D.C. 

History Network (H-DC), Greater Greater Washington, 
and Washington History listserv. 
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Predecessors 
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Predecessors 
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Choosing blog topics 

}  Everybody’s interested in something different. 
}  Mix it up—use both well-known and lesser-known sites. 
}  Posts about historic structures need to also be about 

interesting people. 
}  Is there a story there? 
}  Good pictures are essential to pull readers in. 
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Researching content quickly 
}  Start with ProQuest: 
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Researching content quickly 
}  ProQuest alone is never enough. 
}  Databases:  American Memory, National Register, HABS 
}  Visit Washingtoniana: 

}  Reference works, such as Capital Losses, Records of the Columbia 
Historical Society, and Washington History 

}  Microfilm archives: Evening Star and other newspapers, building 
permits, etc. 

}  Vertical files 
}  Baist real estate maps 

}  Visit other libraries and archives 
}  Try to reach people with firsthand knowledge 
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Locating photos 

}  Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Online Catalog 
}  Vintage postcards 
}  Vintage matchcovers for commercial businesses 
}  Vintage advertisements 
}  Old books about Washington, guidebooks 
}  Take your own 
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Locating photos 
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Postcards 
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The “dead trees” version 
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Connections 

}  Web site:  www.streetsofwashington.com 
}  Email:  streetsofwashington@gmail.com 
}  Twitter:  @StreetsofDC 
}  Flickr:  StreetsofWashington 
}  Facebook:  Lost Washington, D.C. 
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